
John F. Kerry
NEW S FRO M

UNITED STATES SENATOR

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: December 22, 2009
CONTACT: Jodi SethlWhitney Smith, (202) 224-4159

Kerry Calls for TV Resolution Before New Year's Day
Football

WASIllNGTON, D.C. - Senator John Kerry (D-Mass.), Chairman of the Commerce
Subcommittee on Communications, Technology, and the Internet, today sent a letter to both
FOX and Time Warner urging for a swift resolution to current negotiations in order to stop
consumers, and football fans, from waking up without College Bowl games on New Year's
Day.

"Fox and Time Warner need to strike a deal- millions of football fans are depending on it," said
Sen. Kerry. "Having screens go darlc: because two parties couldn't come together in time is no
solution. New Year's Day and football are synonymous in households across the nation. Private
industry negotiations cannot disropt a fundamental American tradition."

ThefUll text ofthe letter is below:

Mr. Chase Carey
President and Chief Operating Officer
News Corporation
1211 Avenue ofAmericas
NewYork,NewYodi: 10036

Mr. Glenn Britt
Chairman and CEO
Time Warner Cable
60 Columbus Circle
NY,NY 10023



DearSm:

I am aware that FOX and Time Warner Cable have been involved for some time in
negotiations regarding the terms of carnage for FOX-owned broadcast television stations, as well
as FOX-owned cable channels.

These are private negotiations, and I hope that the parties reach a mutua11y acceptable
resolution before the existing agreement expires on December 31. If you fail to do so, I suggest
that FOX allow Time Warner Cable to continue transmitting programming through the College
Bowl season either under current terms and conditions or under terms and conditions that will be
retroactively applied once an agreement is reached, or under some third option. I also suggest
that both parties strongly consider entering arbitration rather than having consumers lose access
to programming.

If I understand correctly, at midnight on December 31, 2009, FOX content may be
removed from cable systems Time Warner Cable owns. This means that, in January, millions of
Time Warner Cable customers around the country could lose access to the Sugar Bowl, Colton
Bowl, Fiesta Bowl and Orange Bowl, as well as NFL playoffgames. Prior to the digital
transition, many consumers were able to put up rabbit ear antennas to receive programming.
However, digital receivers are more expensive and complex to use. We do not want consumers
waking up on the first day ofthe New Year wanting to watch football and instead finding that
they have to take a trip to the electronics store to purchase a digital receiver in the hope that they
receive a clear over the air signal.

As the Chairman of the Senate Commerce Subcommittee on Communication,
Technology, and the Internet, I have sought to place the interests ofconsumers at the center of
our work. Ifboth parties conclude that the best alternative to a negotiated agreement is to have
screens go dark for consumers, then they will have neglected the core interests ofthe millions of
households that subscribe to Time Warner Cable in affected markets. As leaders ofmajor
companies that are FCC licensees and are obligated to serve the public interest, I hope and
expect that you will resolve this matter consistent with those obligations.

Sincerely,

John Kerry
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Mr. Chase Carey
Deputy Chainnan, President. and Chief Operating Officer
News Corporation
1211 Avenue of the Americas
New York, New York 10036-8701
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I am writing to urge you to luke whatever steps ore necessary 10 ensure that consumers

have uninten'upted access 10 Fox content aner your existing agreement with Time Warner Cable
expires at midnight tonighl. Many of my constituents rely on Time Warner Cable to receive Fox
programming. and they are quite concerned about the prospect of missing Spurs games, to say
nothing of January's bowl gwnes, and the other Fox programming they love simply because ofa
commercial dispute.

I understand that, in response to a request from Senator Kerry, Time Warner Cable has
ol1ered to submit to arbitration or entcr into an extension that will protect the interests of
consumers. I hope that you can agree to such an interim agreement to protect your customers.
Fox may be entitled to increased compensation, but denying rour million innocent consumers
access to programming - particularly one-time, national events like bowl games - is not an
appropriate negotiating laclic.

I urge you to find an interim solution immediately, whether that consists ofarbilnition or
a brief extension ofyour existing terms subject to a true-up. Neither side should hold my
constituents hostage. This would cause signiticant and completely unnecesaary damage. If
customers should losc acccss to Fox programming tomorrow. it will be a sign that the
relninsmission consent process is broken, and call for swift action by Congress and the FCC to
prevent further harm 10 consumers. I hope and expect that you can find a way to avoid that and to
ensure that the upcoming bowl glllTlcs and other Fox programs are available to everyone who
wants to view them.

d;;.{fr?
Member ofCongress
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League ofUnited Latin American Citizens

December 31. 2009

Mr. Chase Carey
President and Chief Operating Ollieer
Ncws Corporation
1211 Avenue of the Americas
New York. NY 10036

Mr. Glenn Bria
Chairman and CEO
Time Warner Cable
60 Columbus Circle
New Yorl<, NY 10023

Dear Mr. Carey and Mr. Bria:

It has come to our anention that at midnight tonight Time Warner Cable customers
around the country could lose access to FOX-owned broadcast and cable content over an
unresolved carriage dispute between your two companies. As the CEO of the League of
United Latin American Citizens. our nation's largest and oldest Latino organization, I
find the possibility that Hispanic consumers may loose access to Fox content
unacceptable and I encourage your respective companies to allow for continued carriage
of FOX content on Time Warner Cable systems until an agreement can be worked out.

Whi Ie we recognize that the negotiations between Time Warner Cable and Fox are a
private maner, the fact remains that both companies have public interest obligations
which you both agreed to as part ofyour licensing by the Federal Communications
Comm i~"Sion. The television industry already has come under heavy criticism for failing
to meet many of these public interest obligations in the pasl In fact, supporters of
network neutrality portray the regulations they advocate for as an effort to prevent the
internet from becoming dominated by big companies who care more about profits than
their customers and they point to what has happened to television as their prime example
ofwhat can go wrong. By shuaing down Fox programming on Time Warner Cable
tonight you will help prove their argument. No one could argue that such a move is good
for the customers of Fox or Time Warner Cable.

(continued)
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Mr. Chase Carey
Mr. Glenn Britt
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In addition. you will force advocacy organizations like the League of United Latin
American Cit;;<ens to call for more regulation of television companies in order to ensure
that consumers are not simi larly harmed in the future. Most industries have tried to avoid
further regulations, but your companies will certainly invite a review by Congress and the
Obama Administration should you allow your customer's screens to go blank on New
Years Day.

LULAC wor1<ed hard to help Latino communities make the recent transition from analog
to digital television. While we had some success given the enonnity of the task, the
reality is many families reluctantly gave up and subscribed to cable programming in
order to continue to watch the shows they used to receive for free. Imagine how those
families will feel ifthey again loose programming even after having paid for it.

We call on both parties to agree to a 30 day cooling off period. We believe that is the
best path forward not only 10 prevent disruption for Latino families, but to allow the
parties to reach a mutually acceptable agreement.

Sincerely,

'13~ w;;.f)etl
Brent Wilkes
LULAC National Executive Director
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December 31, 2009

Statement of Michael Calabrese, New America Foundation, on FoxlTWC
Retransmission Impasse

Michael Calabrese, Director of the Wireless Future Program at the New America Foundation, a
nonpartisan think tank in Washington, DC, released the following statement in response to
Senator John Kerry's intervention in the retransmission impasse and threatened broadcast
blackout by fOX with respect to carriage on Time Warner Cable systems:

"We applaud Senator John Kerry for his efforts to ensure consumers do not lose access to college
bowl games, news and other essential broadcast programming.

We agree that fOX should not hold the viewing public hostage in its negotiations with Time
Warner Cable over cable transmission payments. Broadcasts should continue during urgent
negotiations and arbitration, ifneeessary.

FOX in particular needs to put the public interest first, since unlike a cable company it receives
its most expensive input to production .- access to the public airwaves -- free of charge."

Michael Calabrese
Vice President &. Director,
Wireless Future Program
New America Foundation
202-986-9453 (0)
301-653·1130 (m)


